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After a while we gave it up and returned to the N 24, which
sorely needed our attention. Omdal had been dividing his time
between working the hand-pump and trying to repair the disabled
engine. Now Dietrichson and I took turns at the pump, so that
Omdal could give his entire attention to the engine. Now and then
during the next twenty-four hours one of us went to the ice-hill to
wave our semaphore flag; but it was not until afternoon of the
second day on the ice—May 23—that Amundsen saw us.
Meanwhile, an encouraging thing was happening. All the ice was
in slow but constant motion, and by the greatest good fortune in
the world, instead of separating us farther, as it might well have
done, the movement was drawing the two planes closer together.
When Amundsen saw our flag, the IV 25 was half a mile nearer
than it had been the day before.
Now this is the log of our expedition to date: we started from
Kings Bay at 5.15 pjn. on May 21. We landed at Eighty-seven
Forty-four, as we always called our memorable position in after
months and years, at i a.m., May 22. We discovered the position
of the N 25 at noon of that day. Amundsen saw us first in the
afternoon of May 23.
If I am able to give a complete and positive account of the days
that followed, it is because I, as well as the others, kept a detailed
log of events as they occurred. Otherwise, my memory of that long
dreadful experience would have been a crowded confusion of
struggle, heart-break, and imminent death. Time exists at the North
Pole only as a textbook fact. Day and night are merely calculations.
It is day when the sun is in the southern sector; when it is in the
northern, it is night. There are no dawns and sunsets, no moon or
zenith sun, which serve the memory as aids in the lower latitudes.
Events were fixed in time by the hands of our watches.
As soon as we established contact with Amundsen, we began to
semaphore messages to each other. This was tedious work, since
none of us was expert at it. It required two men on each side: one
with the flag, the other with the book to call the signals. When
receiving, one man used the glasses, the other decoded the signals
as called. It took us two or three hours to exchange the simplest of
communications.
While we would have been much more effective as a single party,

